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attack upon a: national 
church by ſome of her nominal” 
members, hath alr cady raiſed up feveral 


able advocates i in her defence, and vin 
doubtleſs, produce many more, ſhould 
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nce « of our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment 


men of learnin ga and. candor, 
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| tures, | When perſons give themſelves the 

5 ider of queſtioning the plain | 
wa ig be wre, bd uk ft e er 
1 7 wiſdom to * the practice ofantiquity, 
no wonder, chat they Thould find fault 
with the conſtitution of the {Church of | 
England, which is wholly founded: on 
| theſe nen, and formed upon this | cut 
tice. | The moſt grateful Fr, wiedge- 
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enemies, there have 1 never been wanting 
men of diſtinguiſhed abilities 0 "fand 
forth on her behalf.—But in regar ard to 
common Chriſtians, the vel m e to 
keep them firm i in their attachment to the 
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ercfted by the patriarchs before the law of 
Moſes# we know that. a riwgl/of public, 
worſhip was ordained by the command 
of Gon himſelf to Moſes; and our Savi- 
our hath declared, that where two or three are 
together in my name, there am I in the 


/. 


e 
ted worllily,” firſt in the all and 
then in the temple, until the final deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem : the apoſtles and diſci- 
ples of our Lon p immediately after his | 
aſcenfion/ aſſembled themſelves together 
for the performance of religious duties 
| every Loxy's day; and all ſocieties of 
Chriſtians ever ſince have followed their 
example in this reſpett. And tho? in the 
patriarchial hiſtory the act of offering facri- 
fices is only expreſsly mentioned, yet it 
is very natural to infer that theſe ficri- | 
fices were accompanied - with Prayers, 
Praiſes, Confeſſion of Sin, and other acts 
of Religion before the law, as we are af. 


nomy. The great ends of public wor- 
ſhip were always che ſame, tho* the form 9 
may have been varied 
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| different eircumſtances 25 times, places; 


and perſons. 


Tus as for the reaſonableneſs of this 


have diſcovered his obligations to it, at 
| eaſt was never left to himſelf in this re- 


ſpeRt, yet he could not but apprehend 
and own the reaſonableneſs of it when 


diſcover ed. As indeed what can appear 


more reaſonable, than for creatures, Who 


are endued with a capacity of knowing 
their dependence on: Gow for their crea- 
tion; for his placing them in che rank of 
reaſonable beings; and for tho repeated 
mercies conferred, upon them, publickly | 
to return to their great Creator and Be- 


i 5 ö 
praiſe and adoration? And the force of 
| this oblig gation encreaſes upon Ch riſtians, 6 
| who beyond the common bleſſings of Cre- 


ation and Providence, enjoy the great ad- 


ditional one of Redemption to raife Ih 
their heart# the devout affeftions of gra- 
titude, and to fill their mouths with praiſe 
and thankſgiving, — Argunients theſe 
ſufficient to remind you, of what you are, 
I truſt, already convinced, that the duty 
of public worſhip claims PR mol e 
ous attention, 


Nor therefore to infift farther on the 
force of theſe arguments, which prove the 
obligation of religious worſhip in Aer, a 
i my preſent deſign is to direct your thoughts 995 
to the Particular exerciſe of Wis wy _ 
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appointed to be performed i in the church 


of England. 
To this end it may not be amiſs to re- 
mind the members of this church of a pe- 
culiar advantage they enjoy, which per- 
haps many of them have not enough at- 
tended to, namely, of having a Rated 
form of public worſhip. For however 
uſeful extemporary prayer may be in our 


private addreſſes to Gop, where every one 


knows the plague of his own heart, and 

the graces he in an eſpecial manner ſtands. 
in need of, yet the making this the uſual 
method of preſenting our petitions to Him | 
in the public aſſemblies of Chriſtians car- 


_ ries a. great impropriety with it: For in 


ey to raiſe the worſhippers to a devout 
125 0 addreſs 


| « 7 55 
addreſs to the Throts of Grace, the fub- 
a of the prayer ought firſt to be 
conſidered, and judged fit for them to alk ; 


of Go D; their hearts ſhould be affected 
with the ſenſe of the neceſſity thereof to 
their own happineſs ; and their devotion „ 
enlivened with an earneſt acknowledge- 
ment that their whole dependence i is plac- 
ed on Gov: for the ſupply of what they — 
ſo aſk. But how can this judgment be 
formed, or theſe affections raiſed within 
them, when the ſubject· matter of the pray- 
er ſtill remains in the breaſt of the leader f 


of the congregation; - which, for ought they 


Kno, may be . d for them to j join 


in; and if it "RA cannot, after once it is 


uttered, give time for the exerciſe of that 0 


: * 
» * 


preparation, which ſeems neceſſary to ele- 


vate their devotion : becauſe the ſpeaker 


{#3 . | 
going on to another ſubje& muſt of courſe 
leave the hearers in much confuſion of 
mind ? and no doubt many can atteſt this 
truth, that after their hearts have been 
warmed with a very pathetic prefatory ad- 
dreſs to Gop, they could not heariily join 
in the concluſion of the prayer, becauſe it 
has appeared modelled according to the 
private principles of the ſpeaker, which 
are found to be very different from _ 
which they * imbib'd. 


”_ you my brethren of the eſtabliſhed 
church, have, as I before ſaid, a very great 
advantage in this reſpett. Our form of 
prayer is open to all; and every one has 
an opportunity of judging of the fitneſs 
and pivprioiy of the ſeveral articles relat- 
ing to prayer, to interceſſion, and to praiſe. 
| You 


197 
You may privately meditate on thoſe im- 


portant ſubjeQs, which compoſe your pub- 
lic addreſs to Gov, and beg ow him to 
raiſe in your minds diſpoſitions ſuitable 
thereto : you may make a ſolemn 8 
dar et yourſelves to his will, and confeſs 
your whole dependence on Him alone for 
the ſupply of all your wants ſpiritual and 
temporal. — Affections theſe, which wilt 
doubtleſs accompany you to the houſe of 
Gov, and inſpire you, by his bleſling, 
with a ſerious and fubſtantial piety. | 


| Bur leaſt a cuſtomary uſe of this ſtated 
| form of prayer ſhould degenerate into lip- 
ſervice (as is objected by the abettors of 
extemporary public prayer, but which per- 


haps is not fo true as pretended) give me "oh p 


leaye to offer a fe obſervations on the U. 


turgy of the Church of England, and to 
recommend ſome rules for your direction 


in the uſe of it. 


Tux Apoſtle's charge to the church of 
Corinth, 1 Cor. xiv. 39.—Let all things be 
done decently and in order, is, I preſume, the 


general plan, which all ſocieties of Chrif- 


tians have agreed on as a model for their 
Public ſervice, The different opinions of 
Chriſtians, as to what is decent and order- 
ly may have indeed introduced a variety 
of forms; but however various theſe may 
be, all of 3 lay claim at leaſt to decency 
| and order. And even this variety, when | 
| the fundamentals of our moſt holy religion 
are pre ſerved inviolate, may be no hin- 
drance to the great end of all external 
worlhip, namely the devotion of the heart 


to, 


n Nas we FO in » th body e. 


allowed, ha in both caſes. ſome modes 
have a more direg tendency 10 this end 


I rave no intention to draw. a parallel 
between the ritual of public worſhip en- 
joined in the Church of England and that 
in other churches. It is ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that the Liturgy of our Church is 
founded on decency and order, and is cal · 
culated to e a real, that is, a ſpiritu- 
al devotion. Where this end is not an- 
ſwered, the fault ariſes not from the com- 

poſition of it, but from the negligence, and 
anne behaviour of en who uſe i it. 
CES +0 1 Sin: 
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6 Now one principal deſign of the com 
pers of thisLiturgy ſeetns the dividing the 
n e ſervice in {ſuch 2a manner —— 


the devetion of both, -and to webe wa. 
taal dehre of premotis 

vation. From breaking this beautiful or- 
* 0 e moſt of the irregularities too 
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ty of an abfutdity which can proceed from 
nothing but ignoranee, or careleffaefs: and 
whilſt. they whifper over the fervice, they 
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enen an prapert wk: ; 
bly pronoun by the i 6 la hole 
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fin, and an 1 declaration of 
pardon to thoſe, who truly repent, and 
believe Gop's holy goſpel, the worſhip- 


per proceeds t ſing the praiſes of Gop in 
thoſe pſalms, which were dictated by the 
Holy Spirit. After which he is taught to 
compoſe. his mind to liſten to inſtruction 
ſrom portions ſelected out of Gop's word. 
When thus taught, he is called upon to 
make 2 confeſſion of his faith; and con- 


cludes with prayer to Gop for future 
mercies, with interceſſion for others, and | 
thankſgiving ſor bleſſings already receiv- ä 


— 


creatures to their Creator; from x 


man to his redeeming | Gon. —— A " 
chers, thankſgiving for mercies, and heark- 


_ ening to in 


natures, as to excite very diſſerent a 
tions in us, it beh. 
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of a colleſt in the intereſting 
name of Jxsus CAnisr; and an 
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grecable to their wiſhes, bore witneſs to 
the excellency of our eccleſiaſtical conſti- 
tution; and they congratulated the happi- 
neſs of the Engliſh nation, whoſe circum- 
ſtances allowed them to frame their Church 
according'to the praftice of antiquity, as 
well as the pure word of Go. And indeed 
it juſtly deſerves the encomiums they have | 
beſtowed upon it. For it was the reſult 
of the mature deliberation of ſome of the 
who were in their days an omament to 

their profeſſion, and ſome of whom gave 

up their lives in atteſtation to the truth: 5 

it was ſubmitted to the d nm che 
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| Taxzz are the peculiar advantages which 
you, my friends, enjoy in the conſtrubtion 
of the public offices for e worſhip; 
which” you ought - therefore gratefully to 
acknowledge, and seal ouſly endehveur th: 
that the coriſtant uſe of them may not de- 
generate into mere outward formality, uf. 
fer me in the bein of love to offer che 
few following p | | 
point: which proceeding from a real re- 
gard to your ſpiritual intereſt, and from. 
an affectionate concern for the honout 
and proſperity of that Ohurch, which 1 


regard as 
doubt, you will candidly receive,” 
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F is TW then conſider, that exten wor- 
; ſhip unleſs it correſponds with and ſprings & 
from inward, devotion, is far ** n 
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| which is ſeated in the heart, .and likewiſe 

the means of exciting thoſe ſentiments of 

piety, thoſe profeſſions of dependence; 
| and thoſe returns of praiſe, which are due 

from, imperſeſt dependent man, to his 
good and 3. With rie heart 


=. pected ſettled faith in „Ges our | 
Creator, Radenmar uad ½ as the 
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e to you ; of your 
' the neceſſity of applying to Him 
reſs of theſe wants, you 


1 # 


Si? > 


a. 


religious ordinances. Have I, may 
ene ſay to himſelf,  throughly | 


1 


3 


ay 


zerſonal trinſgreſions as as t0 TI con- 


viaced that 1 am in my natural f 


child of miſery; ; and chibi me to make 


an unfeigned confeſſion of ſin ? Have k 
© heartily acc 


ted the redemption by 
1 Cunrsr; and 46 1 15 entirely de- 
pend on a reconciliation with my offend- 
ed Gov thro? his merits, as to receive the 
declaration of pardon” upon my 'repen- 


tance and faith with confidence and com- 


fort Have 1 ſo fubmitted myſelf to be 
taught of Gov, and ſurrendered myfelf o 
abſolutely to the/inſtrution of the divine 
Spirit, as to hear the word of Gov with | 
humility of Rette, ud texhabiacts" of 

diſpoſition ? Do I ſo thoroughly believe 
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the fundamental articles of the' chriſtian 


faith; - and am 1 ſo determined to hold 
faſt this daun of ſound doctrine even at 


5 4 : - ..* Tn ; the 
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1 2 W 
the hazard of gk as to make a an 
Have I cultivated ſuch an — . 
tily 
to intercede for te temporal and 2 
welfare of all men? And have I ſo re- 
flected on the erleſs Mercies of Gov | 
to my ſoul as to expreſs my grateful ſenſe 
of them in devout thankſgiving ?—Theſs 


cere and open cc confe 


rity in my ſoul, as to incite me | 


are the general and intereſting ſubjefts'of 
public worſhip ; Which indeed we ſhall 
very improperly and uſeleſsly attend, un- 
leſs theſe ſubjects are deeply rooted in our 
Joy and have taken e of our 
ee e of 100 eee oh 8 

In order —— 
ance in the houſe of 80 'D may become a be: 
nn ſervice, let me adviſe vou t0 = 
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ta be affetted with them. Do this OY 


and farioully.; and I make no doubt but 

ſuch. pipus meditations will, 'thro'-Gop's 
blefling, animate you with a ſubſtantial 
piety in your public exerciſes of religion : | 
urn home with the comfortable hope of 
being juſliſied and accepted of Goo 

+ Fax want of this private meditation on 
the ſabjetis of public prayer, many, I fear, 
attend the ſervice of Gov in the Church 


even during their lives to very little ſav- 
ing purpoſe; many lay themſelves open 

to the-wily ares of the-Devil, who per- 
baden them to diſcontinue their attend- 


2. : . | | ance 


you a ſhort ſcheme of direQivns in thi 


What ſhall-be ſaid upori-Qhiv/ſabs 


> 
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4 26 0 FM 
jeſt will 1 ppp 6 [ullcient>di- 
; region, which with ſaitable variation 
may be calily applied to Aae 
** Matej bo, duet ol nigh 


Hans then let me begin by obſerving 
to you, that it is incumbent on you to be 
| preſent at the beginning of the ſervice : 
fince by dropping in one after another, 
when it is begun, you break in upon the 
beautiful ſettled order of public worſhip ;* - 
you deprive yourſelves of ſome acts of 
religion which it is duty to perform; 
and moreover diſturb others who are al- 
dy engaged in them.—If you are there 
a little too early, you may uſefully em- 
ploy yourſelves in devout meditations on 


we great buſineſs you are dome upon, and 


the Majeſty of that incomprehenſible Be- 


Ns 0 


ing you-; "ew. going to addreſs. | 8 very 
far be it Ben you to employ this time in 
trifling talk, or in trifling thoughts, 


As it is judged proper, that the ſervice 
mould begin with confeſſion. of fin, and 
with a declaration of pardon to thoſe, 
who truly repent and unfeignedly believe 
 Gov's holy goſpel, it is therefore ordered 
by the Rubrick, that “ at the beginning 
«© of morning prayer the Miniſter ſhall 
„% read with a loud voice ſome one or | 
« more of theſe ſentences of the ſcrip- 
« tures that follow, And then he ſhall 
„ fay chat which is written after . 
4 ſentences.” 


Naw theſe ſentences previouly read! . 
and duly weighed, will, in your 
A, public 
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public devotions impreſs on your minds a 
deep ſenſe of your own ſinfulneſs; will 


ſhew you the neceſſity and nature of re- 


pentance; will enliven your hopes of 


mercy ; and become a proper foundation 
for your ſerious Attention to the exhorta- 
tion immediately to be given you by the 
Miniſter, and to the confeſſion of fin ſoon 


after to be made by yourſelves ; as well as | 


be the means of your receiving ſpiritual 


comfort from the declaration of pardon 


upon your repentance and faith. Theſe 


ſentences, remember, are directed to be 


| 6 by the Miniſter with a loud voice. | 


* 


= Bu 


| to apply them to your hearts. Next 
follows 2 i NS -- 


'Your ears are to be employed, you find, 


and not your tongues: and you will expe- 


rience their advantage, if, when you hear 


them with your ears, you will endeavour 


me EXHORTATION. 


Tus is no other than an explanation 


of what is contained in the foregoing ſen- 


. 


tences. The Miniſter here exhorts you to 
look upon yourſelves as ſinners, to make 
a confeſſion of your fins in order to par- 
don, and to hope for forgiveneſs of them 
thro' Gov's infinite goodnefs and mercy, 
And this he acquaints you is chiefly the 
duty of all, when they aſſemble and 
meet together to render thanks fer the 


4 great benefits they have received at 


„ Gop's hands, to ſet forth his moſt wor- 


« thy praiſe, and to aſk thoſe things which 
are requiſite and neceſſary as well for 


| < the body as the ſoul : that is in their 


P mags devotions, which conſiſt of theſe 


ſeveral acts of adoration, — This exhor- 


VV 


(39) 
tation, both by the direction of the Ru- 


brick, and from its very nature, is to be 
pronounced ſingly by the Miniſter3-the ©. 


| duty of the congregation is ſilently. to at- 
tend to it. How inconſiderately then do 
they aQ, who repeat this exhortation with 
the Miniſter? “ Wherefore, ſays the Mi- 
- & niſter, I pray and beſeech you to ac- 
company me, &c.” The leaſt recollec- 
tion in the world, one might think would 
convince them that they are to be exhort- 
ed, and not to exhort either themſelves 
or others at this time.—The ſervice pro- 


ceeds to the general confeſſion of ſin ;z— 


„% accompany me, continues the Miniſter, 


e with a pure heart and humble. voice 


é“ unto the Throne of Grace, ſaying after 


. me, Almighty, &c.' I need not in- 


form you: that © a pure heart” cannot 


* 


here 


: o : 
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1 =o 
here 5gnify a heart pute or clean from: ſin, 2 : 
as is ai from! the conſeſſion of fin 4 
immediately after enjoined : but a heart 
ſerifible indeed of its pollutionay yoridn. | - 
cerely deſirous of being cleanſed from. 
them—An awful call this both on tlie 
Miniſter and the Congregation to preſent 
ſuch an heart to Gop, and to addreſs him 


with that humble voices as may denoie 
true humility of ſpirit! 


The CONFESSION... 
| Taz Rubrick prefixed: here ſtiles this, 

A general Confeſſion, and orders it 46 . 
be ſaid of the whole congregation, after 
« the Miniſter, all (both Miniſter and 
People) kneeling.” —Here the Cong 5 
tion bear a part in the divine ſervice. A 
it is a conſeſſion of ſin to be made by all, 

ſo 


( 84.7) 
fo all muſt join in it with their VOICES, as 
well as with their hearts. Obſerve, this 
is called, A general Conſeſſion. And 
every confeſſion of ſin in the aſſemblies ; 
of Chriſtians muſt be couched under ge- 
neral terms; becauſe the fins of each in- 
dividual worſhipper are ſo different, and 
attended with ſuch particular circum- 
ſtances as cannot, nay ought not to be 
ſpecified in a public form of Confeſſion. 
Here it is the duty of all, when they 
repeat the general terms of confeſſion, 
to charge their own conſciences with the 
particular ſins they have been guilty of in 
their own perſons; and. therefore this 
Confeſſion ought to be pronounced very 
deliberately by the Miniſter, and as deli- 

berately repeated by the Congregation. 
| Obſerve again, that this Conſeſſion is to 
3% 


j 
AL ke | 


0 
be made by all kneeling ; 3 which po u 


3 


of our bodies very. aptly repreſents the 
humility of our hearts upon this ſolemn 
occaſion ; and of courſe becomes the duty 
of all to repeat in this poſture, n 
thoſe who are a through bo- 


dily infirmitiee.;” 


| The ABSOLUTION: 


ce Tus Abſolution or Remiſſion of Sins 
«© to be p ronounced by the Prieſt alone, 
« ſtanding, the people ſtill kneeling.” — 
This declaration//of- pardon, you find, is 
to be pronounced by the Prieſt alone, 
ſanding ; in token that he here ſtands 
befor the people as the Ambaſſador of 
Cunisr to his Church, pronouncing that 


pardon and remillion of fins to the weary : 
heavy-laden finner, to whom his Maſter | 
WE. 


* 
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"Cm 43 
bath” promiſed reſt : which pardon the 
penitent and believing Chriſtian adele 
on his knees, in humble Awg | 
ment, that it is a free Act of Mercy vouch- 


ſafed unto him from Gon his Saviour, 
and of a ſolemn renunciation of all merit 


of his own.———What then can exceed 


the abſurdity of thoſe, who inconſiderate- 


ly repeat this Abſolution with the Miniſ- 


ter? Let them conſider, that this declara- 


tion of Remiſſion of Sins is to be receiv= 


ed by them with an awful ſolemnity; 
4 U thas-fonls abend beconics's Sat of 
religious worſhip.———And the conclu- 
ſion of this Abſolution leads th em io re- 
flect, that it is only on condition that 
their repentance is ſincere and their faith 
firong ! * Wherefore,” that is, ſince Go 


| bath'given ſuch a gracious promile of per- 


* 


don 


T3». 
don, «let us beſeech Him to grant us true 


| 4 repentance and his Holy. Spirit, that 


« thoſe things may pleaſe Him, which we 
t do at this preſent time, and chat the reſt 
of our life hereafter may be pure and 
8 holy, ſo chat at the laſt we may come 
4 i his Se joy. "= 1 2 e 
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upon that confeſſion proceeding from a 
true repentance and faith in ä the Mercies 
of Gov. through J=svs CMRex, having 


heard a declaration of Gop's forgiveneſs, 


we may humbly hope that we are the a- 


dopted children of Go through Juovs 
Cnxisr. Thereupon the ſervice of the 


Church goes on to prayer properly 0 


called, in confidence, that now. b 


\ 


; ar N ; 2 — ets 
mm/ 


Arrzz making a ſolemn confeſſion of 


ns MKg _  conciled: 
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. conciled to Gop, we may addreſs Him as 


| this part of divine worſhip with the Lozv's 


PrAyBRe 


Tux Loxd's Praysn ns diftated by 


ſhare in public worſhip among all _ 


ties of Chriſtians from the times of the 


| Apoſtles till now; except among a few, 


whoſe errors, in this and every other re- 
our; if they proceed from a fincere mind, 
I truſt, Gon will in his Mercies overlook, 
——Now this Prayer belongs equally to 
the Miniſter and People, and is to be 
pronounced audibly by both. But the 
misfortune is, that we ſhall repeat this 
Prayer too mechanically, unleſs we have 
deeply conſidered the nature and impor- 


. 


tance 


t 37 » 
tance: af hs petitions <a 6 
Be it then your buſineſs to 

ed you have of the 95 ; 


** 


— 


of theſe petitions, and you will repeat it 
with reverence, and experience its divine 
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os fow following — are preps 


ratory to that part of the ſervice | 
ceeds ; which are to be pronouticed alter- 
nately by the Miniſter and the Pt 
logy to the bleſſed Trinity is begun 
Miniſter, and concluded by the Congre- 


Gov in a portion of thoſe pſalins, which 


are in general a+ calculated for 


chat p1 zrpoſe, and as dictated by the Holy 
rin of Gov claim our reſpeR. Thele 


are uſher'd in with a kind of preparative 
K - Pſalm, being, as the title to it in our 
bible · tranſlation expreſſes it, “An exhor- 
ei tation to praiſe Gop for his greatneks, 
4 and for his goodneſs, and not to tempt 
him. tt is do be remarked that at 
the end of every pſalm, the Church has 
5 appointed. the - Doxology to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt to be uſed; in order, I 
app hood; to intim ate to her members, 
chat the faith of the n and Chriſtian 
Church i is One. Faith, 


Taz devout worſhipper having been for 

oyed in confeſſion of fin, 

or hearing a pardon declared for ſin upon 
. his 


ſome time emp 


his repentance and faith by an autho F 
Ambaſſador of Cutter; ; and in finging 


praiſe to Gon as his Creator, Redeemer, 


and. SanQiker, is now. called upon to at- 


tend to inſtrubtion; oy! which inſtruction it is 7 


1 drawn from the pure word of God, a and 
portioned in Leſſons daily appointed for 
that Purpoſe. Here then it behoves him 


in an eſpecial manner to beg the aids of 


divine Grace, that he may ſo hear, mark 
and learn as to digeſt the words of eternal 


life; knowing that it is not man who 
ſpeaks to him but Gop: and to pray that 


Gov would open his eyes to ſee the won- 


drous things of bis laws; and that the 


words thus heard by his outward rs; 
may. be grafted inwardly on his heart, on 


being forth the fruit of good living to the 


honour and pars of his rt Name. 0 


95 4) | | Bu- 5 


ed 
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ad 
Barwzay and alter the Leſſons out of | 
the old and new teſtament, ſome hymns 0 


are ordered 10 be repeated, expreſſive of 
eee, 


. Tus devout Chriſtian thus inſtruſted 


out of the word of Gon in the articles of 


his faith, as well as in the obedi ience due 
to his divine Inſtructor, is called upon to 
make a ſolemn Confeſſion of his Faith. 


Now Confeſſion of Faith has ever 


. 


made a part of divine worſhip among 
Chriſtians, founded, as may be ſuppoſed, 
on that apoſtolic declaration, With the 


| mouth confoſton is maile unto ſalvation An 


indeed this confeſſion ſeems he 
charaReriſtic of 'thoſe, who worſhip Ou 


Gop, 


1 405 
| Gon, through. the Ons Mediator Jabs 18 
Casi, under the direction of the Di- 
vins Seis rr, that it muſt be conſidered | 
prog the very efſence of n 


to be 1 in chat ancient 3 of 
the eſſential articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
| calbd the ArosrI Es CREED. This Creed; | 
Whether diQated by the Apoſtles: them- 
ſelves, or tiled ſo on the acompnt of the 
apoſtolic doarine contained therein, is 
doubtleſs of very ancient uſage in he 
Church, as containing every thing neceſ- 
fary to be believed and acknowledged 
ther, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, in the great 
works of Creation, Redemption and Sanc- 
tification,—— This Creed, you are to ro- 
peat with the Miniſter audibly and reve- 
rently 


* s 


[ 42 1 
la in the ſingular” number, as: each 
worſhipper is here ſuppos'd to make that 
confeſſion of his faith, which will be: a- 
vailable to his own eternal ſalvation. — 


Say not then this Creed + -by rote metgly, 


but let your confellion' be the reſult of 


your ſerious meditation on the ſeveral ar- 


ticles contained therein. No doubt, you 
| have duly conſidered what you there with- 


your mouth profeſs to believe; — That 


there is a Gop; a Being of infinite Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, from whom you 
and all other. beings have received exiſt- 


ence, and that he is your Father, as well 


as peculiarly the Father of our Lox p Jzsvs 


Cuntsr, as repreſented in ſcripture, — I 
truſt, you are convinced by the account 
of the fatal apoſtacy of man recorded in 


7 


holy writ, and from what you feel in 
f n your- 


iarchs and holy men of old, 
and typified-in the whole.ceconomy. of che 
Jewiſh ſervice; the CHR IST or Meſſiah, 


which are ſummed up in this Creed — 
Horr Sear is the chi 
G 
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the g at N Fi 
ed into before the world began, to be the 
Sandtifier of all thoſe, who believe in 


"Jesvs Cunts7; to make them a holy 


church or people to Gov, and to qualify 
them by his gracious influences to receive 
thoſe ineſtimable benefits ariſing from hay- 
ing part in this redemption. 
have deeply weighed theſe important truths 


If you 


in your minds (and if you have not, it is 
high time you ſhould) you will render 
this public confeſſion of your faith not 
only acceptable to the bleſſed Trinity in 


lant of Redemption enter- 


-Unity, but inſtrumental thro” the Merits 


of Cux137, to your own eternal intereſts, 


1 9 2 * 1 1591 * 0 Sz * «ff . F 


J Arrz x this Confeſſion of Faith, the 


Church direfts her members to proceec 


Inter- 


/ 


1 


Adil and it n opened unto von 
Matt. vil. 7 :—and to that echortation of 
the inſpired Apoſtle, Firſt of all, I exhort 
that Praye | 
2 of Thanks: be made forall men. 1 Tim. 


8 » It 40S * 1 
50 4 OE pb 1 WR 8 s 
K 5 8 77... os HRS IG * B * 
»-.% 4 1 9 : : A 48 . 4 8-3 "I " i 
We 7 L AE p £ W 5 A £4 Bk. *X'. 3 3% * 4 


ciſe:of theſe duties, ſhe directs two mull . 1 
petitions to be pronounced, che one bp; 
the miniſter, the other by the people,; 

petitions moſt ſtri inghys | 
themſelves, which ought therefore tobe; ö 1 
ſpoken by both with the greateſt lelen -. 
Nity,——The miniſter before either he WW. 4 
or the people put themſelves. on their: Y 


— FEE 2 


N G 2 e ces 


„ 
ſay, „The Loxp be with youz'“ giving | 
them in the name of his Maſter, whoſe he 
is; and whom-he-ſetves, à ſolemn Bene- 


diftion; praying that che affiſlanes of 
divine Grace may be preſent with them 
in this exerciſe” of their devotions. To | 
| which/thepeople anfwer, 66 And with thy 

Spirit.“ The Los p enable thee in 
a right diſpoſition of heart to offer up the 
themſelves before Him, ſo that they may 
be accepted in the Name of the Be- 
loved. May this ſhort hint ſerve as a 


ſerious memento both to miniſters and 


# prople, how much it is their duty to pre- 


ſerve the bond of | chriſtian union and 
love, and to be mutually aſſiſting in joint- | 
prayer to Gop for the furtherance of their 


common ſalvation! + + . 


as 


W ibis: ordinary graves we 
mr in need of, both fe 


that ſalvation, which we hope for in the 
next. And the words of them are excel- 
lently calculated to produce in us a true 


ence on Gov through the Merits of Jesvs 
Curr for every thing needful or expe- 
dient for us, towards the attainment of 


'niy ibs" Welly ue 


peat them with indifference ; you cannot 
but feel che importance of theſe intereſt- 
ing ed to "or rents and eternal 


er 


Tx As | four x next «t Prayers are e interceſſory. | 
i The firſt is for the proſperity of the © King. 
| : 1 . 
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Eur, and or elit wel wa 


great duty enforced-upon you by the Au- 


 thotity of that Religion, which. you pro- 


feſs.of rendering unto Ceſar the things that are 
Cafar's, and of being ſabjeti to your earthly 


| Governors not. only for wrath, but alſo for. 


con ſcience: ſale, and you will, I doubt not, 


ſincerely join in this prayer. Your, own: 


happineſs in particular and the happineſs, 
of your country greatly depend on having 


this Prayer accepted: therefore, let it 


proceed from hearts truly loyal to your 


lawful Prince, and conſcientiouſly deſi- 


, rous of .being inſtrumental to his welfare. 


Fad 5 
* ; a 
* 


your, good wiſhes to the Royal Family, 


—The next ſubſequent to this expn 


which 1 am perſuaded your will readily 


- concur. 


niſters of God's word towards the 


| your country; 0 i ain in ihe ins 
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Tus third Prayer is for the Clergy and 
People. The duty incumbent on the Mi- 


of Cauxisr committed to their care is ö 


great, and the truſt repoſed in mem i is of 
the moſt important nature. Their own 


ſalvation, and in ſome: meaſure the ſalva- 


tion of the ſouls of the people under them 
d.on the faithful diſcharge of their 
al office, St. Paul was ſo. ſenſible | 
of the need he had. of che aſſiſtance of all 


Tm. 
in his bebelf. er, ſays be, pray for 


the e to their | bidde 
to give heed to the. admonitions of theſe 
their ſpiritual guides; av440-endeavour to 
improve under their doctrines. There- 
fore the Church has made choice of this 
prayer to Gon, to ſend down upon our 
“ gations committed to their charge, the 
& healthful Spirit of his Grace ; and, that 
« they may truly. pleaſe. Him, to peur 
« his Aab are hen, 1 
hope, that cho“ Paul jlants, and. Apoiles 
waters, pet it is GOD that e i 
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0 ook upon any man as if by his! own 1 
power or holineſs he could ſave you; ; but 
ye are to pray for the divine bleſſing on | 
their endeavours, who are ſent by Gov 
as Labe urers i in his Vineyard, as AmbaC./ 

ſadors to beſeech you in Cunisr' s ſtead 


0 bs bc to . You are not 


* then from yourſelves to hope for ſpiritual vn 

| improvement, but humbly and devoutly i | | 
to pray unto Gop for thoſe Graces, for | 
the ordinary attainment of which He hath 4 
ſettled this ne —_— 4 1 55 


a i Collect is to be uſed; e for 1 
8. conditions of men. * exhort, fays the 1 


15 | Prayers, Tntercef- - _— 

anks be made for all men.» 

A prayer this which breathes a true ſpitit © 

of e charity, inciting us to wiſh 3 
H „„ 


„ 


well to all men, eſpecially t to che houle- 


hold of faith. F rom expreſling 3 a hearty 
good. vill to the yhole race of mankind, 
that the falvation of Gon may | be made 
known to all nations, it directs us next to 
pray unto Gap far the good eſtate of the 
univerſal Church of unis, that by the 
| gracious influences « of his good Spirit all, 
who name the Name of Cugier, may be 
led into the way of. truth, and maniſeſt 
the hope that is in them by a converſa- 
iow 26.1 become the Cape of Cukisr; 3 
t that thay may hold the faith in unity of 
6 * ſpirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
« righteouſneſs of life,” — It 4 
ſcends to commend to. the divine Good- 
neſs the diſtreſſed, members of CunigT's 
Church, 66 all that are allied whether 


66 
5 in n_ mind, body, or eſtate, wiſhing and 


nen der 


te | 
1 ; _ ® pray- 
S456 4 — 


t 53 bY 
1. prajing for them 2 2 happy releafe 6 but 0 
we all thr alllickions. 


—This prayer, 


be kineerely offered up to the Throne of 


Grace cannot but inſpire the pious Chrif: 


| tian with univerſal charity. | Hereby o our 
hearts are vated towards « our diſtreſſed | 


brethren, and their wants ſpiritual and 


temporal are ſolemnly recognized by us: 


md, if we 1 net with a | 


* > 


we carinot but ſee the duty incumbent on 
us both from the example and precepts of 


our divine Maſter, of endeavouring to 


the extent of our capacities to become 


6 inftraments in his Hand of making his 
Having health known unto all men, "of 
inſtructing the ignorant, comforting the 
lifted, viſiting the fick, feeding the | 

figry, Cloathing the naked, n of: 
ging thoſe duties we owe to all | 


Pp * 
he D © wn men. 


Tan 
 men,———Bleſſed, Gon, when. we ap» 
proach | Thee at this time, may every rif. 
| ing chought of pride, malice and envy fall 
down before Thee, and do Thou inſpire 
us with that charity, which Thou haſt 
declared charaQeriſtic of Cuz1sr's true 
diſciples! 


Tur GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

| comes next. And it ought to be a gene- 
ral one, becauſe made by the whole con- 

| gregation,—Here then, as, was obſerved 
upon the general confeſſion of in, it is 

7 every ones duty to recolle& ad to praiſe 
Gov for the particular Mercies they have 
received at his Hands, Theſe it is impoſ- 
ſible to ſpecify 1 in a public act of wor- 
thip; 3 and therefore . under the general | 
terms, a particular acknowledgment i is to 
be 


| be u yourſelves, —Afts of tha 


5 hs the directions there 
word of Gov, ſeem. ſo much the duty of 
a reaſonable creature to his great. re 
that we can hardly ſup 


to the divine happineſs, yet it ſhews a 
grateful diſpoſition of mind, which Gon 


have received from God, as our common 
Creator and Preſerver, the Giver of all 


5 Cay 


| . received, be- 


fe any public 
worſhip compleat without it. Tho“ our 


ing are + comprehenibly expeive 0 of the 


goodneſs, and the Author of our everlaſt- 


ing happineſs, thro? his ineſtimable love. 
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CE) 
in the Redemption of the Warld by Jaa 
Outer; as vouchfafing us thro' his di- 
vine Spirit the means of Grace here, ar 
zpporting us with the hope of Glory 
hereafter,——They inſtruct us likewiſe 
in the true nature of this our thankfulneſs, 
namely, that it is our duty, 2 not only 
* to ſhew forth his praiſe with our Lips, 
* but in out lives, by giving up ourſelves 
« to his W e and ras walking bef, 
* Him in rig 


EC. the days of our life". 


et, my 
friends, are very intereſting ſubjets of 
thankſgiving to Gov, which if properly 
tude to unite in the pleaſing exerciſe of 
praiſing the Leap for his goodneſs, atrc Dan 
for the wonders that He deth "for: 6. 
children of men, 


2 To 


9» 
PR . To theſe and all the for, 
"ou are doubtleſs oblig d e bie grant aty 
tention; which 3 will beſt be paid 
Naa accompanying the miniſter with dev 


r 


tion and ſeriouſneſs. A conveyance of 


the imp ſubjects of theſe your peti 
from the ears to the heart, will en- 


the end of the 


W . 


ent parts to miniſter and people ; the for: 
mer being appointed to offer up to Gon 
prayers in the name of the p 
they in u 


. 


more eee 


thereby more to the FUL HRS . 
Worſhip, which evidently appoints differ. 


* 


n 


rr 


Taz Church-ſervice eg chus run 
through the various ſubjets of religious 


.* 


up draws to a concluſion ; previouſly | 
adding a prayer compoſed by an eminent 
Father of the Church, begging | of Gov 
to accept the prayers and petitions" of his 
ferviints, and 10 fulkl thee 15 far ur N 
be expedient for thoſe, ho have now 
been proſtrating themſelves before flu 
SPORE intreating this above all, as of 
onſcquence, to grant a 
e the knowledge of his truth in this life, 
| and in the world to come life ever- 
5 5 laſting.” 7 : 


Tun nes the! ould" in Yee 
tolical benediction, expreſſive of our : 
faith in the bleſſed Trinity, and including 
all thoſe Graces and Bleſſings, which are 


+ ? 


4 8 15 
really: neceſſary for us; The' Grace. « 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, e Leto -gfici 
ne en be 
with us all, F, 
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Tuts, my Friends, is the common. 


Prayer of that. Church to which you. be- 


long : and indeed it is a moſt excellenit 


one; which if you 45 not improv dar: | 
or if you new your indifference to it by 
ydur frequent neglect, you betray either 
an ignoratice or want of zcal in the things 
that make bor your everlaſting peace, If 
vou complain of want of fervor in the 
uſe of it, the ddfciency. is certainly * 
yourſelves, | Vou have not enugh ben 


; ſubjeQs of divine 


you have nat ſolemily given your hearts 


% 04-4 7 WOW 1 | <p - 


ip, to be duly. affefted- by them 
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to'Gop, and ſo you are liſtleſs and inat-- 
tentive in your public devotions; If you 


e Crown 


were earneſtly contending for 
"of Immortality, I am perſuaded you would 
find the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land excellently adapted for the purpoſe | 
of a pure, rational and pH Wor- 
2 r ie 
II the ſoregoing plain thoughts ſhould 
excite any of the Members of the Church 

of England to a proper and ſpiritual uſe 
of that excellent Liturgy eſtabliſhed a- 
mong us, to Goo be the Glory for mak-/ 
ing me the inſtrument of conveying them. 


| ——But however they may be received, 
I ſhall have the ſatisfation' of offering 

them to the world with an honeſt inten- 

tion of being helpful to nod Fellow-chrifs 


tians, 
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ones * x 4 of teſtifying my regard to that 
Church, who 7 
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The folk wing ee notion. of the 
Church of Cnxsr Was ſometime ſince 8 


. written down for . own private falif- | 

. peruſal as a ſupplement, I truſt, a2 

| impentinent; to the ſubject of che fore · 
going __— 


ation. It is now ſub 


The. CHURC: 


MJ, Ec ou utward conſtitution of the dine 


conſiſting of articles, diſcipline, &c. 
may be compared to the bounds of an 
eltate: the ſeveral ordinances of reli igion, 
ſack as public prayer and ſacraments, are 
the inſtruments of huſbandry uſed for the 
: cultivation, manuring, Ec. of the lands 5 


8 4 


pom ge EI . 3 3 
contained within theſe 13 che 
graces of the Coſpel ſpringing up in the 

Hearts of men, and adorning the lives of 
echriſtians, are the fruits produced from the 

land they cultivated and prepared. — Let 
us purſue this allegory, — It is evidently 


neceſſary, - that a due attention be given to 
| #ecure the bounds, otherwiſe the land con- 
tained within'thew would lie open to be 
plundered of its produce by invaders of 
every kind. So in Religion, it is equally 

| neceſſary to defend the external Church- 
conſtitution; ; otherwiſe the Church will 
be invaded by. Heretics and Schiſmatics, | 
and be plundered of its ſacred depoſits, 
the Fandamantsl doftrines of the Goſpel | 
of Cunisr.——But ſhould the owner of 
the eſtate lay himſelf out entirely ; in ſecur- | 
ing theſe bounds, _ not at the ſame time 
be 


„ 
be onployed 3 in cultivating the lbs 2 ne 5 
could expect no produce, and would have 
only the name of an eftate.—So i in Reli- 1 P 
gion: if our whole attention be employed 

in defending the external Church-confſti- 
tution, and no regard paid to attain the 


A 


Fruits of the Spi rit, the true and genuine 
piety of the heart, by a ſpiritual uſe of the 
ordinances of Religion,” we ſhall have in- 
_ deed the name of 4 Church, but we mall 
not be the true Church of CuRIST, whick 
conſiſts of holy perſons united to Curr 
their head, by being one ſpirit with Him „ 
we ſhall have the name, but ſhall know 
| nothing o the power of cm., 


e r — 
ot 
Y- + „ m ge n * 1 
PITS. . s 


7 F 1 Ma < ” : ; 2 - 421 - : 8 6 ; -- 2 
. "8", : « * * a 4 $ FY < P >, * N e * 
8 7 8 1 | LY 4 : - l 88 F . « 2 2 1 2 hm. 4k l ; * 2 ed Ahn 2 
JJ77 ²˙ wm˙—æͥ I, OH EY OR > 8 OT EIN Ne 3 . ĩõĩ5«é ⅛ o- m ER 
6 ade n * 1 a * 3 p TO n . 3 8 2 1 "RO Re, 301 8 8 wb! 8 . 99 . 
7 . . a Vo : 5 5 


74 5 0 „ % vil 0 
' a 5 0 : * 1 - 4 1. - 7 o J 9 P oo” y F : * 3 + 


Adis N Without the inſtruments * 
as bandt ; the owner of the eſtate could 
not prepare his ſoil for the reception of 
ba bag 195 e the 


ig q * 


the ſeed, from which he hopes to reap a 


plentiful harveſt ;—without, manuring his 
ground, his fields would ſoon become bar= 
trees, rotrenching his hedges, and rooting 
up the noxious weeds, his lands would be 
overſhaded, much of his ground would 


ars and thorns, and the noxious weeds, 


. . would ſo enereaſe, as to choak the ſeed. 
ſown; and to deſtroy the fertility of his 


Religion Without the ordinances: of 
religion; without frequent exerciſe in pray 


of our faith, without ſerious confeſſion of 


| fin, without a devout participatian of We 
ſacraments, our fouls would be indiſpoſe d | 


| for the reception of the word of Gon, the 


* 


F ſeed ef divine grace without the food! 
and N of divine ordinances, we 
ſhould” be barren and unf uitful in Ser, 

good word and work :—without a fie- 

quent calF to meditate on heavenly things, 
we ſhould be over run and choaked wih 
eaſures of this world, WE... 

which, unleſs 1 

Hinder the ies of divine grace in 


ed up, 


our hearts, and di own us in ſenſuality. 
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os 


en the bounds are 
. thoroughly ſecured, When the ſoil i is 
P cultivated and manured, When 


' Oxcs more 


ſeed is ſown with the utmoſt care, does 


the owner depend on the ſecurity 
his hedges for the fettility of the land?” 
Does he look to his plough; his harrow, or 
his ſpade for a plentiful harveſt?! Rache,, 
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ET 
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bah 


receive the former * the latter rain to 
moiſten the clods of earth, which, would 
| ö otherwiſe bean unfruitful bed for vegeta- 
| tion 95 Does he not from Gop expett the 
x invigorating heat of the folar light to ex- 
pand the nicely folded parts of the buried. 


| ſeed ; and the reviving breezes of the | 


wholeſome air to give the ſprouting Vege- 


table health and firength? Muſt he not 


hope for the ſcorching beams of the Sum- 


mer- Sun to harden ſome of the fruits of 


his ground, to concoct others, and to ren- 


der them fit for the uſe of man ? Theſe 
things neither his own care, neither his 
| Plough, his ſpade or his manure can com- 


mand, 


"thy. be thinks «right, dhe notlook up to : 
i Providence for a bleſſing on the external 
| f means he hath. made uſe of ?, Does he not 
from the great. Author of nature expe & o 


the boariteous hand of- the Gu of na- 


| - ture,——Thus ſhould it bein religion. | 


nen the conſtitution-bounds are 


ſecured to keep out Hereticks from the 
Church of Cur1sT; when we have de- 
fended the excellency of an eſtabliſhment 
againſt all Gainſayers whatever; when | 
wie have devoutly uſed the means of Grace 


reachid out unto us in the ordinances of 


religion, we are to look higher than our · | 
ſelves, higher than theſe ordinances for 
the erection of the kingdom of Gov ith. | 


in us. We muſt look to the inviſible 


operation of the Spirit of Gov upon our 


hearts, to make us true and real Chriſt- 


| alone, who maketh us to will and to do of his 
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rifle ” therefore; on Him . 85 
lone, that is on the. divine e 

don of his holy Spirit, 8 muſttle- 3 


pend for having our hearts converted to : 
God, and» for being united to/ Him in 
lobe. We are GOD's ee; we are 
co building. Let the word of Go, 
| -the ſeed of divine Grace be ever ſo 41. : 
: : © gently. and- faithfully ſown in our ears; 
vet it is Cop alone who giveth. the in- 
1 it is Gob alone, who ſaveth thoſe 
- that believe. The miniſters of his word X 
17 are only inſtruments i in his hands: their 


commiſſion can only reach our ears; it is 


God, Who muſt touch and convert our 


,/ 


hearts. We are, and we ought to 
eſteem ourſelves, happy in being Mem- 
bers -of an. | Church, 4 wher ein 


the doftrines. of the goſpel are taught in 


x 3 


© ; their 


\ 


miniſtred in their native ſimplicity. But 


to the heavenly Jeruſalem, but they are 
not the bleſſed City. For admittance 
| there, we muſt apply to divine 0 


the ſecret inſpiration of Gop's ſpirit. with 
which can 


us to Gon in CHRIST: it is this a 


. in us. N It. is this 


a” 
2x" 


_ -which- can make us the adopted ſons of 


ob in Cuxisr Jus. When we 


have thus gi ven ourſelyes up. to the 


_ * : 


ance. of God's ſpirit, we e ſhall bring for _ 
INT ns Peace Wo 5 


the fruits of the 


Meekneſs: we ſhall worſhip Gov 1 in ſpirit it 


- 


and i in truth : and be throughly per] 


in our minds, and evidence. to others. by 


* 


theſe fruits abiding in. us, that that we are 
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nm here in 1 we cannot fail f 
1 ig ei Him in glory to all eternity. 
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» .Tzvrs is the external Church of CRRIST 
* 


* hg the Handmaid to lead us to his kingdom 


within us, which is the great end of all 
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as. SANSA 
en 


outward: ceremonies, Lp religion, Unleſs __ = 


be kept in view, add conſtantly . 
1 all our boaſted outward per: 


e ie be x; ſvading 


. and a Ke cymbal. 
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